
We are approaching year end and it is therefore time again 
to bring you up to speed with respect to everything that has 
happened at Mái Nhà this year. 
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THE CHILDREN 

There are 16 children living at Mái Nhà who are now 
between 2 and 8 years old. All children are doing 
extremely well. Son, our first child who arrived the day 
he was born, celebrated his 4th birthday on September 
3rd of course with all his “brothers & sisters” in the 
family homes.

«intellectual, creative and physical stimulation 
becomes of paramount importance»

An, 4 years old, who received cleft palate surgery in 
Saigon in May 2015 and subsequently a 1-year re-
education at a very professional and loving institute 
in Saigon has returned home. She literally has been 
transformed and is now a smiling, cheerful little girl 
who started school this September. A great example  
how Mái Nhà can change the life of a disadvantaged 
child.

As the children, except for the 2 babies, are 3 years and 
older, intellectual, creative and physical stimulation 
becomes of paramount importance. This is why Mái 
Nhà is currently revisiting its structures and in house 
expertise with the support of local specialists such as 
SOS Children Village Vietnam and Dr Thanh, a renown 
child psychologist and pediatrician who has accepted to 
support Mái Nhà both with precious advice and hands 
on involvement such as training sessions for our staff. 
We are fortunate to be guided by such high quality and 
devoted professionals.

In third quater professionals, specialized in childcare 
and child psychology, made assessments of each of the 
children in order to ensure each child is developing in 
a normal way. These demonstrated that, although not 
alarmingly, most of our children lag in communication 
and socializing skills as well as in autonomous actions.

It is our feeling that going to school will help to correct 
this. In addition however, we shall pay more attention 
to self-development, social games and participation in 
household activities. In the light of this critical objective, 
Mai Nha will take the required initiatives to design and 
build a small home study and personal development 
building on Mai Nha’s premises as the existing homes 
with limited space are not suitable for these important 
activities. 

«14 of the 16 children now go to school»
14 of the 16 children now go to school: 1 of them to 
primary school and 13 to elementary school including 
9 “fresh boys and girls”. The first day most of them were 
rather shy, if not afraid, but after 3 days all are extremely 
excited to go to our school next door which Mái Nhà 
built together with Cargill Vietnam. The 3 class- room 
school hosts a total of 120 students.
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MANAGEMENT & STAFF 
In May of this year, Marie Ponsin co-founder and 
director of operations of the family homes has decided 
to cease all activities relating to Mái Nhà in order to 
pursue other opportunities in France. Without her 
highly capable involvement, Mai Nha would not be 
what it is today. Marc Witlox has taken over all her 
responsibilities and will travel frequently (every 4-6 
weeks staying at Mai Nha 3 weeks or more) to Vietnam 
to ensure a smooth transition towards a smaller but 
better educated quality team.  

«a second Mother joins Mai Nha»
With respect to the day-to-day running of the family 
homes, we felt a need for strengthening of our team. 
«Mother Superior», Mrs Kieu, is doing an excellent job, 
but since she is in her seventies now, limitations become 
tangible. We are fortunate to have been able to recruit 
Mrs. Lan (48) who will be in charge of the 9 boys living 
in blue house. We are also in search of a professional, 
male, educator who will be at Mai Nha when the 
children are home in order to enhance their personal 
development and provide support to the nannies in the 
area of basic education and discipline.

A new administrative manager, Mrs Han, has been 
appointed late 2015 to replace Mrs Thu who relocated 

to the USA. So far Han has proven to be a hard 
working, dedicated professional eager to learn her new 
responsibilities. She has been recently promoted to 
supervisor in charge of Mai Nha during Marc’s absence

«Mai Nha currently employs 10 nannies»
As stated above time has come to revisit the staffing 
of the family homes. As 14 children attend school 
all day long and because the children, as part of their 
upbringing process, will have to become more and more 
independent (dressing up, washing, eating, helping in 
the household etc), the need for nannies will decrease. 
Therefore an adjustment plan is currently being defined 
and implemented which of course takes into account the 
specificities of each child and each nannie. All decisions 
are taken with the involvement of our advisors. Mai 
Nha currently employs 10 nannies, down from 18 last 
summer.



MAI NHA EDUCATION
As of September 100 students, up from 90 last year, 
attend school or university thanks to Mái Nhà. It is 
already the 5th consecutive year of our scholarship 
program.

«an English language program in combination with 
a “Life skills” education program»

Important constraints for the development of young 
Vietnamese people, including of course the Mái Nhà 
children and the students in our scholarship program, 
are their limited language skills. Mái Nhà has therefore 
explored the viability of an English language program 
in combination with an equally important “Life skills” 
education program. Significant progress has been made 
with the support of De Heus Vietnam, a large and still 
rapidly growing company as well as well established 
charities in Vietnam specialized in this area.

«The local and provincial authorities see the 
tangible  benefits for underprivileged students»

Activities so far:
• Submission in December 2016 of an application 

for a license to operate a school providing these 
courses. The license process may take as long as 6 
months.
• Selection of a piece of land where the school will 

be built: 2 class rooms, 1 computer room and a 
playground where students can interact. We are very 
pleased to announce that 1 week ago the land has 
been identified and the price has been agreed with the 
owners who have granted Mai Nha a 20% discount 
given the fact we provide a real future to the children 
of the village.
• Decide about the optimal curriculum with the 

support of experts in this area.
• Staff hiring (program manager and teachers).

What is very encouraging is the fact the local and 
provincial authorities are extremely enthusiastic 
about this project as they see the tangible benefits for 
underprivileged students enrolling in this program: 
become employable in the area which includes a large 
scale hospitality industry and the significant benefit 
that the program will undoubtedly contribute to the 
economic development of the region by substantially 
increasing the quality levels in all service related 
activities.



PRESS COVERAGE & 
COMMUNICATION 

Last June Mái Nhà was featured in Air France Magazine thus 
available on all flights worldwide. On July 16, a 30 minute 
coverage of Mai Nha was aired on national TV and shortly 
after to the Vietnamese communities overseas.

Finally, the website of Mái Nhà (www.mai-nha.org) has 
been completely reviewed and redesigned in order to better 
meet the needs of all stakeholders of Mái Nhà. So far, we 
have received numerous very enthusiastic reactions.

SUMMARY
A lot has happened again at Mái Nhà in 2016, with 
significant progress in many areas as well as significant 
changes in the foundation’s structures and governance. 
We remain confident that Mái Nhà is poised to 
successfully take its operations to the next level.

We thank you wholeheartedly for your support. Without 
you, Mái Nhà could never have achieved its objectives. 
It has become a true family home and education sponsor 
for underprivileged and abandoned children and a 
highly respected local contributor to the well-being of 
the underpriviledged children of the village.

I wish you all a very happy 2017!
Marc Witlox

Co-founder & President

MAKE A DONATION

IN THE USA
Bank Transfer:
Beneficiary: «Friends of Mai Nha Children’s Fou-
dation Vietnam»
CITY NATIONAL BANK
89 South Lake Avenue PASADENA, CA91101
Account USD:26258006
Swift Code: CINAUS6L ROUTING#: 122016066

Checks:
Beneficiary: «Friends of Mai Nha Children’s 
Foudation Vietnam»
Address:
Care of: John GOSCH
Prager Metis CPAS, LLC
2381 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 350
EL SEGUNDO, CA 90245

IN VIETNAM
Bank Transfer:
Beneficiary : CO SO NUOI DUONG TRE MO 
COI MAI NHA
BANK : Vietcombank – Ho Chi Minh City Branch.
Address : VBB Tower , 05 Cong Truong Me Linh 
Street, District 1;  Ho Chi Minh City
Account VND : 0071000877585
Account USD :  0071370877593
Account EUR : 0071141093710
Swift code: BFTVVNVX007

Our new website

www.mai-nha.org


